
Welcome to our room!



We have put this scrapbook together so that even busy parents who don’t get to visit us often will have a better idea of what goes on every day their children are with us.  Enjoy the photos of our children and our room.  Under each picture we have written what the children said about the picture.  Your children will enjoy having you read that back to them and may even be able to “read” what they remember!  The text at the bottom (like what you are reading now!) is for parents to read to learn more about what we do in our room. 

On the next page are photos of some of the people who work to make this a place your child likes to be! 

Our Who’s Who

Children learn as they play



Children learn most through everyday interactions with people, places and things.  What looks like play to adults is the work of children.  At play, children learn by exploring, experimenting and solving problems. Preschool teachers don’t teach children as much as they help them to learn. Your child’s teacher helps your child learn by providing a rich learning environment that invites the kind of play that helps children develop their social, physical and intellectual skills. We select toys and materials that can be used in many ways because each child is an individual who learns in his or her own way.
Our room has different areas for different kinds of play.  On the next few pages we’ll show you some of the areas in our room: the dramatic play area, the block area, the art area and the table toys area. 

Home away from home: the dramatic play area



Children act out familiar roles in the dramatic play area.  Pretending to be mom or dad, sister or brother builds their self-confidence and social skills.  The area is set up with child-size home furniture, since that’s a most familiar setting. We expand children’s awareness of the world they live in by providing props for other familiar places.  Some of the favorites are the grocery store, doctor’s office, firehouse and post office.  You can help us by letting us know some of the places your child likes to go and by bringing in props for us to use.  The children especially enjoy having parents bring in and demonstrate things they use at work, in hobbies or recreational activities.  Often what seems common to adults is new and fascinating to children.  


If you are looking for an appreciative audience, come share with us!  

Building more than castles!  The Block area



Children love block play because it offers continual challenges.  Gravity is a constant that can be counted on as the children try out different building ideas!  Hands-on experience with weight and shape and balance and symmetry provide the groundwork for math and science concepts.  Children develop communication and social skills as they work with others on building projects, or find appropriate ways to tell others that they would rather work on their own! 

Cleaning up the block area can be fun for the children, like doing a giant puzzle as they match the blocks to the labels on the shelves.  When clean up is done, the order on the shelves shows children they have done a good job!
Art is exploration: the Art area



Coloring sheets and crafts appeal to adults who want children to help children make “art” but art for young children is exploration!  There are a lot of experiences needed before children begin to create representational art that adults can recognize as “art”.   Children benefit most when teachers keep the shelves in the art area stocked with a variety of materials for children to choose from to create their own projects.  From daily informal art experiences children learn to control small muscles as they explore what can be done with such things as paper, crayons, scissors, glue, paint, or play dough.  Their accomplishments may not make it home to be hung on the refrigerator, but the process they go through develops their self-esteem and creativity.

On the next page you will see examples of how drawing develops.  Remember:  Each stage is important so give your child time and materials to explore at their own level.
Stages of Drawing

Disordered scribbling


Controlled scribbling


Naming unplanned pictures




Symbolic representation







Table toys



A quieter area in our room is the table toy area.  Children concentrate on activities that develop skills that are the foundation for developing math and reading skills.  Puzzles, small blocks and lotto games are fun for the children as they are challenged to sort, classify and develop coordination.  Social skills also develop as children learn to take turns, share their materials with others and put things back on the labeled shelves when they are done.  Working with small pegs, puzzles and beads strengthens the muscles and develops the coordination needed for drawing and writing.  

Now that you have seen some of the areas of our room, let us show you some of the things we do each day.
Routines



We follow a regular daily routine so children know what to expect.  This helps children cooperate as part of a group.  When adults are consistent and let children know what is expected of them, the children behave better.  During the day there a times when children work alone, times they are with a few others and times when they are with the whole group.  There are times when they make choices and times when they have to follow directions.  Some times are quiet, some are more boisterous.  

On the next page you can see our daily routine schedule.  Can you see a good time for you to visit?

Our daily routine

Circle time



We have a good time at circle time when everyone joins in to sing songs, dance or listen to stories.  Children learn to cooperate in a large group, listening to others and moving and reciting together. Sitting in a group can be a challenge for young children who like to be in motion, so circle time is short and active.  

On the next page are the words to some of the children’s favorite songs and finger plays for you to recite and sing with your children.

Some of our favorites!

Small group time



Our teachers get to know each child by watching what they do and by interacting with them. They plan activities for small groups of children based on the interests and abilities of the children in the group.  In this way, the teachers interest the children in learning opportunities that target developing skills.  In small groups children get more individualized attention from the teacher but still have the opportunity to learn from other children too.  

Group time takes place in all the different areas of the room to take advantage of the many ways children learn.  Since children learn so much from each other, we change the make-up of the groups regularly so children get to know and learn from all the other children in the class.  




Outdoors


For the good health of the children we schedule regular outdoor play.  Children need active play like running and climbing to develop physical skills and to maintain health.  Children who are physically strong and coordinated are more likely to have positive self-images.  Children who feel confident learn better.  So again we see how important play is to learning!  

Time in front of the television or computers has led many children to be less active, so we really value our outdoor time.   

All through the day in every area of the room children are learning.  On the next pages you can see some of what they are learning.

Reading



How can you teach children to read?  Read to them!  Research shows that children who are read to often are most successful in learning to read.  We read to children every day and hope you do too!

Every day children read what is most important to them: their names!  We regularly show children name cards to see who’s present, to show children where to sit or to help children find their group.  Each child has chosen a sticker for his or her name card to help them identify their cards.  The strategy of making reading personal and useful helps children develop interest and experience success in reading. 

On the next page we have listed all the children in our room along with the sticker they chose for their name card.  Ask your child to show you his or her name!

Our names and our stickers

Writing



Remember how your children learned to talk?  They listened to and watched as you babbled and spoke to them.  Eventually they began to speak one word, then a few, then out spilled whole sentences!  Children learn to write by seeing others write and read.  They need time to “babble”, scribbling to gain control over the paper and pencil.  Soon they will pretend to write, which shows they understand that writing stands for words we speak.  When they show interest in writing their names, we make sure there is plenty of blank paper available!  Lined paper and dotted names to trace can be too confining and stressful for these beginning explorations.  It is not unusual or of concern at this stage for children to reverse or write letters upside down.  

On the next page you will see examples of how writing develops.  Children learn to write more easily if they have plenty of time to use pencils and crayons on plain paper.

Writing Develops

Uses pictures to tell stories


Imitates adult writing (left to right scribbles)



Uses squiggles as letters and may ask an adult “What does this say?”



Discovers identifiable letters in the squiggles ( a letter in their own name?)


Writes own name


Writes familiar numbers



Writes familiar words


Labels pictures

 Math



Every day we help children develop language and memory skills as a foundation for math.

We sing and recite many counting songs and rhymes so children learn to recite the sequence of numbers, (counting “by rote”).  We use written numbers, or numerals, so children begin to recognize and name the numerals.  We count objects, touching each one as we count so children learn the math concept of quantity.  Rote counting, recognizing numerals and understanding quantity are three separate skills and children able to do one may not yet be able to do the others.  

We can help children learn the language of math by using the words often ourselves in songs, rhymes and activities.

Social



Many things children can learn on their own, but social skills are learned from others.  The children in our group come from many different backgrounds, which makes for a rich social experience!   

Our teachers’ goal is for all children to feel confident and good about themselves.  Clear expectations help us reach this goal. We expect children with us to learn to live by simple rules that the children help determine.  Young children can’t be expected to remember a long list of detailed rules so we keep the list short!  

On the next page are the rules we have posted in our room.

Our Classroom Rules

Come in any time!

We hope you enjoyed our scrapbook.  You are welcome to come in to visit any time.  Please sign our guest register below and give us your comments.  Send the Scrapbook back to our center with your child so others a can borrow it.  Thank you!

	         Name/date
	            Comments

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




















				Paste a photo here that shows 


				that families are welcome 


in your room.


				CC p.64


				H/S p.20


				SS p. 43











		











			 


Paste a photo here


showing children at play


in your classroom.


		


					CC p.5


					H/S p.3


					SS p.167























				Paste a photo here showing


				children choosing art materials from


the art shelf.


CC  p.161


H/S  p 42


SS  p. 177




















				Paste a photo here showing


children playing with the blocks, 


being sure to show the labeling 


on the shelves.





CC p. 75


H/S p.36


SS p. 197


























Paste a photo here showing the 


children at play in the 


dramatic play area.





CC p. 109


H/S p. 39


SS p. 229























				Paste a photo here showing


children at play with puzzles or


other table toys.


CC p139


H/S p191


SS p 265			























				Paste a photo here showing


				children looking at daily routine


				pictures in your room,


CC p. 35


H/S p. 58


SS p. 138				























				Paste a photo here showing a


circle time activity.


CC p. 37


H/S p. 96


SS p. 140	























				Paste a photo here showing


an adult working with 


a  small group.		


CC p. 61


H/S p. 90


SS p. 140	























				Paste a photo here showing 


children playing outdoors.


CC p. 327


H/S p. 95


SS p. 291			























				Paste a photo here showing 


children being read to or children 


with their name cards.


	CC p. 47


	H/S p. 166


	SS p. 253			























				Paste a photo here showing 


children using writing materials.


	CC p. 321


	H/S p. 164


	SS p. 253		











Hands On Training


presents


Our Scrapbook





A book for our families 


with pictures and information 


about our 


early childhood center





Know where they’re going


But be where they are!





Copyright 2001


Cynthia O’Brien


Intouchwithkids.com























				Paste a photo here showing


children counting objects.	


	CC p. 48


	H/S p. 228


	SS p. 265			























				Paste a photo here showing


your group of children waving!					CC p. 25


	H/S p. 159


	SS p. 81
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